2009 Pre-Application Form for Assets for Artists:

A Program of Berkshire Creative, managed collaboratively by staff at MASS MoCA, MCLA’s Berkshire 

Cultural Resource Center, and Pittsfield’s Office of Cultural Development, with funding from Berkshire Bank Foundation and the Massachusetts Department of Housing & Community Development (DHCD)
Thanks for taking the time to complete this pre-application form.  The information you provide is kept confidential and used only to determine qualifications and eligibility for the program.  If you have any questions about the pre-application process or the program in general, contact Blair Benjamin at MASS MoCA (413-664-4481 x8104 or blair@massmoca.org). Electronic versions of this application in Word format provide “fillable” fields so it can be filled out on your computer and submitted easily by email (contact Blair to request the electronic form).

Personal Information

	Name:
	     
	Date of birth (mm/dd/yyyy):
	     

	Address:
	     

	City:
	     
	State:
	  
	Zip:
	     

	Home Phone:
	     
	Alternate Phone:
	     

	Gender:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Female       FORMCHECKBOX 
 Male
	Email:
	     


Income Information

	1. 2007 total household adjusted gross income (line 37 of your 2007 federal 1040):
	$     

	2. 2008 total household adjusted gross income (line 37 of 2008 federal 1040: if you don’t yet have a 2008 return, estimate 2008 adjusted gross income as closely as possible):
	$     

	3. If your current income has changed significantly from 2008, please detail:      



Number of individuals living in your household:   
      adults             children

Approximate NET household assets (excluding primary residence and 1 vehicle):    

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 under $10,000

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 $10,000 - $50,000

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 $50,000 and up

Which of the following are of strong interest to you (you may check both options, but please indicate your order of preference, as there will be only a limited number of slots available in each category)?

     Individual Development Account (IDA) for First-Time Home-Buyers – includes $4,000 grant restricted for 

home purchase, and 4 required training sessions on personal finance and home buying.
     Individual Development Account (IDA) for Small Business – includes $2,000 grant restricted for a revenue-generating business/project investment to grow your creative enterprise, and 4 required training sessions on personal finance, business planning and small business development for artists.
Please note that the state has set MAXIMUM adjusted gross income levels to qualify for an individual development account: the maximum is $41,450 for a 1-person household; $47,350 for a 2-person household; $53,300 for a 3-person household; $59,200 for a 4-person household; and $63,950 for a 5-person household. Applicants above those levels cannot be considered for the IDA. If you are selected for the program, you will have to document your household income with tax returns, etc., before opening the individual development account.

How much do you think you could afford to save each month into an IDA account?  $     
If you are applying for an IDA to help buy your first home (with a $4,000 grant providing a 2:1 match for $2,000 in personal savings over at least 6 months), please use the space below to describe your readiness/timeline for home ownership; what type, location and price-range of home or live-work space you would anticipate purchasing; and why an IDA account is necessary to help you achieve that goal.  

If you are applying for an IDA for business development (with a $2,000 grant providing a 1:1 match for $2,000 in personal savings over at least 6 months), please use the space below to describe how you can benefit from a targeted business investment; what type of investment(s) you would envision making to grow your business as an artist (equipment, advertising, marketing materials, etc.); and why an IDA account and business/personal finance training are necessary to help you grow your business.  

	     



You must attach a resume or bio (max 3 pages) describing your artistic training/accomplishments, and other experience. If your work can be seen/heard/read about online, provide website addresses below: 
	     



This completed form, with 1-3 page resume or bio, must be sent to blair@massmoca.org, or faxed to Blair Benjamin at 413-663-8548, before 5:00 pm on February 23, 2009.
