Berkshire Creative Challenge

The Creative Challenge connects Berkshire manufacturers and businesses to local designers, engineers, and creative workers with the aim of stimulating innovative research and development for existing and/or new product lines.

HOW IT WORKS 
Berkshire Creative partners with a local business to define the nature, format and criteria of a Berkshire Creative Challenge. This can be anything from the re-visioning of existing products, generating new ideas and concepts for existing production methods, to introducing a brand new product line!  

HOW DO I get invoved?
With the help of Berkshire Creative the business composes an application and sets a date for a Creative Challenge. An open application will then be distributed. Anyone may apply: designers, engineers, creative people, as long as you feel you have something to offer which addresses the company’s Creative Challenge. 

Fill out the application and return to info@berkshirecreative.org by the Application Deadline. The business reviews the applicants and selected applicants will be informed. 

What if I am choosen?
Accepted applicants convene for a site visit, where they will be briefed on all aspects of the business’s products, processes, and information needed to address the company’s Creative Challenge. Then the creativity begins! 

HOW do I present my ideas? 

The Participants are invited to address the Challenge and propose new ideas and products to the business.  The business will review all proposals and decide if they are interested in pursuing any ideas or products presented. *
This program is designed to connect Berkshire manufacturers and businesses to the rich, creative, talent pool of the Berkshires, so more Berkshire products may be designed here and made here!
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The mission of Berkshire Creative is to stimulate new job growth and economic opportunity in the region by sparking innovative collaborations between artists, designers, cultural institutions and businesses.

*Any and all purchase and/or licensing negotiations for ideas and/or products will be the responsibility of the participating company and creative challenge participant.
INTERPRINT’S Creative Challenge
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Interprint is the leading decor printer in North America. Designs from Interprint decorate the surfaces of numerous materials employed for residential and commercial use. Applications range from kitchen cabinets and countertops, home and office furniture, to store fixtures, hospitality and commercial interiors. To learn more please visit usa.interprint.com.

THE Challenge
To create and submit one or more repeatable patterns, appropriate for any of the above applications.
Eligibility 
People of all ages, backgrounds, and training are encouraged to apply for participation.
Applicants must live, work or go to school in Berkshire County.
Approximately 15-20 participants will be selected from the pool of eligible applicants.
Selected participants will receive further details about The Challenge during their site visit.
TIMetable 
· Application Release Date: Monday, August 31, 2009

· Application Deadline: Monday, September 28, 2009 

· Announcement of Selected Participants: Friday, October 9th, 2009

· Site Visit Date: Friday, October 23, 2009 at Interprint

· Innovation Presentation Deadline: Friday, November 20, 2009

Presentations
After the site visit, participants may submit patterns at any level of completion, from conceptual to camera-ready, and in any media, from traditional to electronic. Any submitted materials must be left at Interprint for up to six months. If Interprint decides to further develop any submission(s), it will purchase the creation at a market rate, usually between $1000 and $2000. The market rate is dependent on the expected marketability of a pattern as determined by Interprint.


Berkshire Creative Challenge 
Application 


 








DATE

LAST NAME



FIRST NAME



MI



Address



City



   State       Zip


Phone 


Email 




Website

What is your field of expertise? Please provide a brief summary of your work/creative process. (500 words or less):


How does YOUR work/creative process relate to INTERPRINT and/or their CHALLENGE? (500 words or less):


Please include along with your application A Current ResumE, AND If applicable, images of your work. (digital or web based images only)
  








































